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from similar motives, took the same course
westward, but instead of continuing down the
Connecticut River, as the others had done,
stopped at its banks and made their settlement at
Agawam (Springfield), where they built a ware-
house and a wharf for use in trade with the Indians.
The lower settlements, Hartford, Wethersfield, and
Windsor, became agricultural communities; but
Springfield, standing at the junction of Indian
trails and river communication, was destined to
become the center of the beaver trade of the region,
shipping furs and receiving commodities through
Boston, either in shallops around the Cape or on
pack-horses overland by the path the emigrants
had trod. Pynchon's settlement was one of the
towns named in the commission and, for the first
year after it was founded, joined with the others
in maintaining order in the colony.

The commission government came to an end
in March, 1637, and there is reason to think that
during the last month, an election of committees
took place in Hartford, Wethersfield, and Wind-
sor, which would show that the Connecticut settlers
were exercising the privilege of the franchise more
than a year before Hooker preached his famous
sermon declaring that the right of government lay